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Introduction 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International  
AS & A Level Media Studies (9607), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, 
middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses are derived from scripts of candidates from June 2017 to exemplify a 
range of answers.  
 
For each question, the response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded 
or omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this 
way, it is possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could 
do to improve their answers. At the end of the booklet, there is a list of common mistakes candidates made 
in their answers for each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help 
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. 
Therefore, in some circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much 
comment. 
 
The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These 
files are:  
 
 

June 2017 Question Paper 21 

June 2017 Paper 21 Mark Scheme 
 
 
Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet 
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level 
response for each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the 
candidate answers, and in the right-hand column are the examiner comments.  

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

This section explains how the candidate could have 
improved each answer. This helps you to interpret the 
standard of Cambridge exams and helps your learners to 
refine their exam technique. 

 

 

 

 

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in 
answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them the 
best chance of achieving the available marks. 

 

 

 

 

Often candidates were not awarded marks 
because they misread or misinterpret the 
questions.  

Answers are by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of 
answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 
your learners in the classroom to 
improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. 
These explain where and 
why marks were awarded. 
This helps you to interpret 
the standard of Cambridge 
exams so you can help 
your learners to refine their 
exam technique. 
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Question 1 
 

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
       
         

 
    Notes by candidates: Commonly, 
these notes appear to be rather 
random observations, which may 
not be that helpful to their writing of 
the actual response. 
Candidates need to be prepared for 
the exam so that they can make a 
good use of their note making time. 
A good strategy is to have a set of 
features to look for in any sequence 
from each of the technical areas. 
 
    For camera, candidates might 
prepare to look for examples of 
camera movement, angle, framing, 
etc. This candidate picks out a 
range of such examples.  
 
    For editing, a candidate might 
approach the note making looking 
out for examples of the 180 degree 
rule, short/reverse shot, etc. 
 
    There are some good notes here 
on sound which is particularly 
interesting in this sequence: music, 
speech, sound effects, etc. 
 
    Good range of mise-en-sense 
observed in the note making. 
 
    These notes illustrate that the 
candidate is observant and is 
picking out elements of 
significance.  
 
    Notes are not marked but 
comments are included here to help 
teachers to consider the purpose of 
notes for candidates and help them 
to prepare better. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The candidate starts the 
response and then restarts. In 
preparing for the exam, it is worth 
considering how to make an 
economic effective start so that 
candidates don’t have to worry too 
much about this.  
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 
     
 
       
         

 
 
 
    This is a good introduction which 
sums up the sequence. The phrase 
‘mundane realism’ is particularly 
effective. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Good description. 
 
 
 
 
    Good points on lighting and 
sound. 
 
 
    Good points on editing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Very good range of examples of 
mise-en-scene, well explained. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
   

 
 
       
         

 
 
 
    This brings home the point from 
the opening paragraph, making the 
first page very effective. 
 
    The candidate is attempting to 
integrate the four technical 
elements and to extract meaning as 
she progresses.  
 
 
    Again this paragraph is a very 
good mixture of each of the 
technical codes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    More good use of accurate 
terminology and as the paragraph 
progresses, a good articulate of 
meaning and discussion of how the 
audience is drawn in. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
    

 
       
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This key moment in the 
sequence is well explained and the 
meaning of it articulated well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This key moment could be 
pushed further. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments 
 

 

       

 
 
 
    This is a good paragraph on the 
wider establishing function of this 
scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Draws some parallels with the 
opening scene, but no discussion of 
the interaction with the couple, 
which is very important to the 
overall tone of the extract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Good mention of music. 
 
 
    This paragraph is a good 
conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
    Overall, this is a very strong 
response, but the absence of 
discussion of the conversation with 
the couple in the office, which offers 
rich opportunity for further parallels 
and to note the comic tone of much 
of the extract too. Discussion of this 
would take it well into Level 5. 
 
Total mark awarded =  
39 out of 50 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate could have balanced up their response more by saying more about the scene in the office,  
especially to note its comic tone and to consider the parallels with the first scene in the house. The mark 
reflects the range of textual analysis from the extract, which places it at the top of Level 4. 
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